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Pedestrian Passage Corridors for Sidewalks  

 

 ! ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΣ ƛŘŜŀƭ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ слέ ǿƛŘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƛǘǎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ 
obstructions, and meet all cross slope and longitudinal slope requirements.  But even when such a 
sidewalk system is constructed, it often falls victim to temporary or incremental encroachments that 
limit its available capacity for pedestrians, particularly those in the disabled community.  For example, 
available sidewalk widths can be lost to trash cans, expanding trees and shrubs, encroaching grass or 
ground covers, or low mounted signage.   
 

   
 
Vegetative encroachments take the form of shade trees, shrubs, ground cover, flowers, and grass.  
They are often benign when first planted, but over time, they increasingly cover more of the sidewalk 
or, in the case of grass and flowers, may present a seasonal disruption.  Because these happen 
gradually, they tend to go unnoticed until they are  more difficult to manage because they have been 
entrenched for so long.   
 



 
Other encroachments are temporary or intermittent, 
as in the case of trash cans or work zone signage.  
These can  be even less anticipated than some of the 
vegetative encroachments and can be frustrating to 
disabled pedestrians who anticipate a clear pathway.   
   

 
  

 


